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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR, IO, MU 

SUBJECT: JORDAN ANNOUNCES WITHDRAWAL OF SPECIAL FORCES 
BATTALION FROM OMAN 

1. JORDAN PRESS AND RADIO ANNOUNCED JULY 20 THAT 
JORDANIAN SF BATTALION IN OMAN TO BE WITHDRAWN BY END 
FO SEPTEMBER AND THAT PROGRAM WILL BE IMPLEMENTED 
WHEREBY "DUTIES OF JORDANIAN FORCES WILL BE HANDED 
OVER TO OMANIS." ANNOUNCEMENTS NOTE THAT BTN HAD 
ORIGINALLY BEEN SENT TO OMAN ONLY FOR LIMITED TIME 
PERIOD. 

2. COMMENT: AMMAN RUMOR MILL PERIODICALLY CIRCU- 
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AFFECTION AMONG JORDANIAN TROOPS IN OMAN, AND 
WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT HAS STIMULATED USUAL CROP 
OF JUSTIFICATIONS. WITHDRAWAL, HOWEVER, WILL TAKE 
PLACE ONLY A FEW WEEKS LATER THAN HAD BEEN SCHEDULED 
WHEN TROOPS WERE FIRST INTRODUCED. 

LINDER 
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